
 

EducationCounsel Alert for May 19, 2025 
 

This EducationCounsel Alert shares updates about various recent actions by the federal government relevant to 
education, including:  
 

1. Committee Reconciliation Bills Advances in the House of Representatives 

2. Mixed Court Ruling in ESSER Late Liquidation Case 

3. Additional $60 Million for Charter School Program 

4. Cancellation of Digital Equity Act Grants 

5. Other Updates 

6. What’s Coming Next? 
 

You can also find summaries and brief analysis of many other developments in our ongoing Executive Actions 
Chart, which is now updated through today. All of our summaries and analysis of the Administration’s executive 
actions are available in one place by clicking here. Please note that these developments are sometimes 
changing rapidly, and this Alert and all our materials are meant to provide general guidance and do not 
constitute specific legal advice.  
 
 
1. Committee Reconciliation Bills Advances in the House of Representatives  

House Republicans made significant progress last week on their budget reconciliation package in the House 
Ways and Means Committee (section-by-section), House Energy and Commerce Committee 
(section-by-section), and House Agriculture Committee (section-by-section). The bills have been combined into 
one legislative vehicle that also includes the budget reconciliation bill previously passed by the House 
Education and Workforce Committee (section-by-section; EducationCounsel’s Deep Dive on the higher 
education components). The combined bill now moves to the Rules Committee for a vote expected on 
Wednesday. House Republican leadership has said that they hope to pass their full package and send it to the 
Senate this week (ahead of the Memorial Day recess), but passage out of the Budget Committee early Monday 
morning required commitments of changes to satisfy Freedom Caucus members, which likely foreshadows 
additional spending cuts not yet reflected in the legislative language. Also, the Senate is drafting its own budget 
reconciliation bills consistent with different committee instructions. 
 
Below we provide a high-level summary and analysis of each of the three committee’s new bills. Together, 
these outline the direction the House is taking to realize the saving targets previously set and adopted by its 
members. As a reminder, final budget reconciliation legislation would not be subject to the 60-vote threshold 
for a filibuster and could pass the Senate with a simple majority vote.  
 
House Ways and Means Committee 
The House Ways and Means Committee passed its portion of the budget reconciliation bill on 5/14/2025 on a 
26-19 party-line vote. Among other things, the bill would: 
 

●​ Child Tax Credit: Increase the Child Tax Credit (CTC) from $2,000 to $2,500 until 2028, and then revert 
back to $2,000 thereafter. Yet, those most impacted by poverty would not be eligible for the full benefit 
“since lower-income parents, who don't owe taxes, can't get that maximum amount as a cash refund,” 
as noted by Axios. Additionally, only those parents with an active Social Security number (SSN) would 
be allowed to claim the credit, leaving behind an estimated 4.5 million U.S. citizen children of 
undocumented parents. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UJ4Svb3xul-dhnf_OOQ4KtBFoLxcF2Rg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107784664421491977259&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UJ4Svb3xul-dhnf_OOQ4KtBFoLxcF2Rg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107784664421491977259&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://educationcounsel.com/our_work/publications?category=388
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Committee-Print-Title-XI-Committee-on-Ways-and-Means.pdf
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Committee-Print-Title-XI-Committee-on-Ways-and-Means.pdf
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/The-One-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Section-by-Section.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/chairman-guthrie-introduces-budget-reconciliation-text-to-be-marked-up
https://d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/05_13_2025_FCMU_Memorandum_UPDATED_55a74a132a.pdf
https://agriculture.house.gov/uploadedfiles/ag-recon-combo_03_xml.pdf
https://agriculture.house.gov/uploadedfiles/section_by_section_hac_print_reconciliation_final_700pm.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/bill-to-bill_bills-119pih_to_rcp_119-3_final.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/ED/ED00/20250429/118154/BILLS-119-HConRes14Section2001b3-W000798-Amdt-1.pdf
https://edworkforce.house.gov/uploadedfiles/4.29_reconciliation_bill_summary_final.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AjEKWcdtG-j9QpB1oJUZBysS8K5DSmmHvacbOfEm0jg/edit?tab=t.0
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Motion-to-Adopt-the-Committee-Print-as-Amended.pdf
https://www.axios.com/2024/01/16/child-tax-credit-reduce-poverty
https://itep.org/child-tax-credit-eligibility-proposal-targeting-immigrant-tax-filers/
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●​ School Choice Tax Credit: Create a new $5,000 (or 10% of the adjusted gross income of the taxpayer 
for the taxable year) dollar-for-dollar tax credit for charitable contributions to tax-exempt organizations 
that provide scholarships to elementary or secondary school students. The scholarships could be used 
for a range of expenses, including but not limited to, private or religious school tuition and 
homeschooling expenses. Students from families earning up to 300% of an area’s median income 
would be eligible for scholarships. The tax credit availability is capped at $5 billion per year in 2026 
through 2029, with access to the credit provided on a first-come, first-served basis. The cost for this 
new credit would amount to $20 billion for 2026-2029, at which point the program would end if not 
extended legislatively.  

The proposal is closely based on legislation introduced by Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee Chair Bill Cassidy (R-LA) and Representative Adrian Smith (R-NE), known as the 
Educational Choice for Children Act (ECCA). This report from the Urban Institute and this one from the 
Brookings Institute provide analysis of the distribution of funds and potential impacts of ECCA. Some 
provisions in the reconciliation bill differ from ECCA, including new provisions exempting provided 
scholarships from being considered taxable income for the receiving student and clarifying that no 
federal, state, or local government entity or employee may exercise any control over the scholarship 
granting organization, the parent using the scholarship funds, or any school receiving scholarship funds 
(including no ability to exclude any school from participating based on any religious grounds). Other 
new provisions provide that parents shall be given “maximum flexibility” in the use of scholarship 
funds and that scholarship-receiving parents have the right to intervene in any state or federal court 
case challenging the constitutionality of any provision of the new tax credit program. 

●​ 529 Plans: Expand allowable tax-free distributions for K-12 and homeschool expenses under 529 
accounts in connection with enrollment or attendance at elementary, secondary, or home schools. 
Although tax-free withdrawal from 529 accounts of up to $10,000 annually for K-12 education is 
already permitted, the bill would expand the list of allowable expenses to include curriculum and 
curricular materials, online education materials, tutoring, testing fees, and fees for dual enrollment, 
among other things. The bill would also expand allowable tax-free distributions to some additional 
industry-recognized credentials and apprenticeships.  

●​ Higher Ed “Endowment Taxes”: Modify excise tax on investment income of certain private colleges and 
universities by including a new sliding scale to determine the rate of taxation. The scale does not focus 
on the absolute size of the institution’s endowment but instead on the endowment-per-student 
amount, which is the total endowment divided by number of enrolled students. The proposed tax rate 
on investment income would adjust the current rate of 1.4% for private colleges with the following 
endowment-per-student rates: 

 

Endowment ​
per student 

Proposed excise tax rate ​
on investment income 

Less than $500,000 0% 

$500,000 - $750,000 1.4% 

$750,000 - $1,250,000 7% 

$1,250,000 - $2,000,000 14% 

Above $2,000,000 21% 
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https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cassidy-applauds-historic-inclusion-of-his-school-choice-legislation-in-tax-bill/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/analyzing-distribution-benefits-under-educational-choice-children-act
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-the-educational-choice-for-children-act-would-benefit-the-wealthy-and-underserve-rural-america/
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To avoid being subject to these taxes on their investment income, the several dozen institutions 
covered by the proposal would have to increase their enrollment, in some cases by double or more. 

●​ Foundations Investment Taxes: Modify the tax on net investment income of certain foundations by 
including a new sliding scale to determine the rate of taxation. The tax rate on investment income will 
range from the current rate of 1.39% for foundations with assets below $50 million to 10% for 
foundations with assets above $5 billion.  

●​ “Money Account for Growth and Advancement” (MAGA) Accounts: Create a new type of 
tax-preferred savings account, “Money Account for Growth and Advancement” (MAGA) accounts. The 
accounts would allow families to contribute $5,000 annually into an account for young children under 
the age of eight. Distributions would not be allowed prior to age 18, after which account holders may 
access up to 50% for education, business development, or the purchase of a first home. Account 
holders would gain access to the full balance at age 30. To be eligible, children must have an active 
Social Security number, and one parent must also have a Social Security number. Additionally, the 
government would contribute $1,000 to these accounts under a new temporary pilot program for 
children born between January 1, 2024, and December 31, 2028. To be eligible, a child must have a 
Social Security number, and both parents must provide Social Security numbers and “be considered 
work eligible to claim the credit.” 

●​ Child Care Credit: Enhance the employer-provided child care credit (45f), permanently increasing the 
credit from $150,000 to $500,000 and the percentage of qualified expenses from 25% to 40%, with 
more generous benefits for small business employers directing expenditures to child care.  

●​ TANF & SSBG: Preserve the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program or the Social 
Services Block Grant (SSBG). Advocates had expressed concern around proposals to cut TANF and SSBG 
given states’ reliance on those programs to support child care services for tens of thousands of 
children, but these bills do not include cuts to those programs.  

 
Energy and Commerce Committee 
The Energy and Commerce Committee passed its portion of the budget reconciliation bill on 5/14/2025 on a 
30-24 party-line vote. The Committee’s legislation would cut Medicaid spending to generate substantial savings 
of $715 billion. If passed, this would represent the largest cut in the program’s history with an estimated 8.6 
million people losing their health insurance, according to an initial analysis from the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO). Among other things, the bill would: 
 

●​ Add new work requirements that mandate at least 80 hours of work, community service, or related 
activities per month likely starting in 2027 (with some exemptions for parents and caregivers); 

●​ Add new cost-sharing for adults above 100% of the federal poverty level (i.e., individuals would have to 
contribute their own funds and not expect Medicaid to cover expenses fully); 

●​ Reduce Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) by 10% in states where undocumented 
individuals are served with Medicaid or other state funds (more information here);  

●​ Increase the frequency of eligibility redeterminations (i.e., every 6 months), which could lead to churn 
and interruption of benefits; and 

●​ Rescind some regulations (e.g., minimum staffing rule in nursing homes). 
 
Per capita caps for Medicaid were not included, meaning the federal government would not impose a limit on 
the amount of funding that Medicaid would provide per-person. Had per capita caps been included, states 
would have had to begin rationing health care expenditures to individuals.  
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https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/cuts-to-ssbg-tanf-would-eliminate-child-care-for-40k-children-disrupt-care-for-millions-more/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/chairman-guthrie-celebrates-committee-passage-of-reconciliation-text-to-put-americans-first
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cbo-emails-re-e%26c-reconcilation-scores-may-11%2C-2025.pdf
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/05/13/cuts-to-medicaid-expansion-in-the-proposed-budget-reconciliation-bill-being-considered-by-congress/
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The bill also includes a provision that would create a 10-year moratorium on state enforcement of laws or 
regulations regulating artificial intelligence (AI) models, artificial intelligence systems, or automated decision 
systems. Of note, the Senate has a limitation on what can be included in budget reconciliation legislation, 
known as the Byrd Rule. The rule requires provisions to have a direct impact on spending or revenue in order to 
be included, raising questions as to whether this AI provision meets that standard or may be stripped. 
 
Agriculture Committee 
The Agriculture Committee passed its portion of the budget reconciliation bill on 5/14/2025 on a 29-25 
party-line vote. The bill would make major reforms to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
resulting in a $290 billion cut to the program. Among other things, the bill would: 
 

●​ Require states to pay a portion of SNAP benefits. Federal investment in SNAP would be permanently 
reduced from 100% to 95% beginning in FY2028. Additionally, a state’s 5% share may increase if its 
payment error rate is higher than 6%, leading some states to pay a range between 15%–25% of the cost 
of SNAP benefits. (Please find an in-depth analysis from the Center for American Progress on the policy 
here. For a state-by-state impact analysis of cost-shifting from the federal government to states, please 
refer to this report from the Center for Budget & Policy Priorities (CBPP).) 

●​ Expand work requirements for SNAP, which CBPP projects would put at risk the food and nutrition 
benefits of nearly 11 million individuals, including 4 million children.    

 
What’s Next 
The House Republican reconciliation package, including all of these pieces and others, was reported out by the 
House Budget Committee in a late-night vote on 5/18/25 and now goes to the House Rules Committee, which 
is the final stop before going to the House floor for a vote. Hurdles still remain that could impact House Speaker 
Mike Johnson’s (R-LA) self-imposed deadline of passing a budget reconciliation package out of the House 
before Memorial Day and that might lead to changes to the package, including additional benefit cuts.  
 
House Republican leadership can only afford to lose three Republican votes (assuming a partisan vote) and still 
pass the package through the House. As of this moment, hard-line conservative members in the House are still 
objecting to the bill and seeking additional savings, primarily via Medicaid. Other House Republicans are 
continuing to make clear that they will not support a package that makes deeper cuts to Medicaid, putting 
them at odds with these hard-line conservatives. At the same time, moderate Republicans representing 
districts in blue states are making a case for increased state and local tax deductions, with their leverage being 
that the electoral viability of moderate members could make or break whether House Republicans retain the 
majority in the House in the 2026 elections. Whether House Republican leadership can propose changes to 
satisfy these varying Republican factions is still unknown and will continue to play out this week. 
 
The only certainty is that we will see changes to the budget reconciliation package—either before the bill 
advances to the House floor or when the bill moves to the Senate. Some Senators weighed in early in the 
process to raise concerns with certain Medicaid cuts to their states and have already expressed unease with 
some of the reforms in the House package. Additionally, changes could be needed to ensure compliance with 
the Byrd Rule.  
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https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/RL30862
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/05/14/congress/house-agriculture-committee-approves-300-billion-in-nutrition-spending-cuts-00350900
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-house-republican-snap-cuts-would-take-food-from-hungry-families/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/imposing-snap-food-benefit-costs-on-states-would-worsen-hunger-hurt-states
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2. Mixed Court Ruling in ESSER Late Liquidation Case 

On 5/6/25, a New York federal court issued a preliminary injunction in a lawsuit brought by 16 states and DC 
over the Trump Administration’s cancellation of late liquidation extensions approved by the Biden 
Administration for remaining Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds. The court’s 
order—which applies only to the plaintiff states and which will remain in place while the lawsuit proceeds to a 
final resolution—blocks USED from enforcing its initial funding cancellation. However, the preliminary 
injunction still allows USED to modify the states’ liquidation deadline so long as the agency provides at least 14 
days’ notice. 
 
On 5/11/25, USED did exactly that, sending a letter to the plaintiffs announcing that, in compliance with the 
preliminary injunction, the Department was providing them 14 days notice that their original late liquidation 
deadline in March 2026 has been modified to 5/24/25. Further, USED’s stated rationales—including that the 
states have not, in the Administration’s view, put the funds to their best and highest use—appears inconsistent 
with longstanding principles USED has typically applied to the consideration of late liquidation requests.   
 
On 5/14/25, the plaintiffs went back to court to ask for a second injunction to block USED’s latest attempt to 
cancel (or dramatically shorten) the late liquidation period for these states. The plaintiffs argue that the new 
cancellation is unlawful for the same reasons as the initial one was, and that the court’s order should not be 
interpreted in this way.  
 
 
3. Additional $60 Million for Charter School Program  

On 5/16/25, USED announced an additional $60 million for the Charter School Program (CSP) for Fiscal Year 
2025 (FY25). In addition to the funding increase, USED announced a new grant opportunity (the Model 
Development and Dissemination Grant Program to showcase innovative charter school models), and kicked off 
new competitions in five existing CSP funds: State Entities, State Facilities Incentive Grants, Credit 
Enhancement, Charter Management Organizations, and Charter School Developers. USED’s announcement did 
not identify the source of the additional $60 million in CSP funding, but experts on the appropriations process 
point to the likelihood that these funds were moved by USED in response to additional flexibilities provided in 
the FY25 Continuing Resolution (CR). As discussed in this EducationCounsel Deep Dive, the FY25 CR did not 
provide specific funding levels for all education programs and required USED to submit a spending plan to the 
Appropriations Committees. However it does not appear that there is an additional $60 million in the CSP 
account, raising questions about the source and legality of the new funding.  
 
 
4. Cancellation of Digital Equity Act Grants 

On 5/9/25, the Department of Commerce began canceling grants authorized under the Digital Equity Act, a law 
aimed at ensuring all individuals and communities have the resources and skills needed to participate fully in 
the digital economy. The Act was included as a part of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law of 2021 and authorized 
more than $2.5 billion in grants, primarily to boost states’ capacity to increase broadband adoption among 
their residents. Although President Trump criticized these grants as “woke handouts based on race,” the 
definition of equity in this instance has nothing to do with race or ethnicity. The plain language of the statute 
defines “digital equity” as “a condition in which individuals and communities have the information technology 
capacity that is needed for full participation in the economy of the United States.”   
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https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.nysd.640340/gov.uscourts.nysd.640340.77.0.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/arp-esser/esf-funding-letter-sec-mcmahon.pdf?rev=23069edb70a845f48f3c43a8313f399e&hash=E7853905919BAE98A4A491B5BCCA57DD
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/2025-esf-funding-states-route-payment-109988.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fsites%2Fed%2Ffiles%2Fpolicy%2Ffund%2Fguid%2Flateliquidation.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UPaZwxt3IHRCh861pJRHCmw9TetmXHuV/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/secretary-mcmahon-announces-immediate-increased-funding-new-grant-program-charter-schools
https://educationcounsel.com/our_work/publications/2025-federal-executive-actions/deep-dive-how-the-fiscal-year-2025-long-term-continuing-resolution-may-impact-federal-funding-for-the-u-s-department-of-education
https://x.com/RapidResponse47/status/1920579442407059878
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text
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5. Other Updates 

All recent updates appear in the Executive Actions Chart, but some of note include: 

Title IX: On 5/6/25, USED announced an investigation of the Saratoga Springs City School District after the 
Board of Education adopted a resolution affirming transgender students’ ability to participate in sports and 
access facilities consistent with their gender identity. The investigation was prompted by a 4/21 letter to USED 
from Rep. Elise Stefanik. Similarly, on 5/8/25, USED announced a Title IX investigation into Western Carolina 
University regarding its policies and practices related to transgender students.  

Antisemitism: On 5/6/25, the Joint Task Force to Combat Anti-Semitism announced a review of recent 
allegations of antisemitism at the University of Washington. The announcement notes that the Task Force 
“appreciates the university’s strong statement condemning” recent actions on its campus, and adds that the 
Task Force “expects” further enforcement actions and policy changes. 

Grant Cancellations: On 5/6/25, USED cancelled grants to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting through the 
ESSA Ready to Learn program on the basis that funds were used for “racial justice educational programming.” 
Past funds have supported Sesame Street, and Reading Rainbow, among other programming.  

School Choice: On 5/9/25, USED issued a Dear Colleague Letter encouraging LEAs to make full use of ESSA Sec. 
8532, which directs states to provide school choice options for students enrolled in public schools deemed 
unsafe by the state or students who have experienced a violent criminal offense on school grounds.  This does 
not entail a change to current law. 

15% Indirect Rate: On 5/5/25, in response to the National Science Foundation (NSF) changing its indirect rate 
to 15%, a coalition of universities and higher education associations filed a lawsuit in a federal court in 
Massachusetts challenging the policy change. Similar policy changes and similar lawsuits are taking place 
related to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Department of Energy, with the NIH policy 
permanently enjoined and Energy policy preliminarily enjoined by the same Massachusetts court.  
 
 
6. What’s Coming Next? 

Our Executive Actions Tracker, which is different from our Executive Actions Chart (link), includes a 
comprehensive list of specific actions called for in President Trump’s various EOs affecting education. The table 
below highlights a few particularly significant upcoming deadlines. Consult the Tracker for a full list of the EOs’ 
requirements and deadlines. 

Date Executive Order Action Expected 

5/21 “Ending Illegal 
Discrimination 
and Restoring 
Merit-Based 
Opportunity” 

Directs DOJ to make recommendations for ending private sector “illegal DEI discrimination.” 

Directs DOJ and USED to “jointly issue guidance to all State and local educational agencies 
that receive federal funds, as well as institutions of higher education that receive federal 
grants” and participate in the federal student loan program, “regarding the measures and 
practices required to comply with” the Supreme Court’s decision in Students for Fair 
Admissions v. Harvard/UNC. 

Requires DOJ to work with other agencies and OMB to report and identify up to “nine 
potential civil compliance investigations of…large non-profit corporations or associations, 
foundations with assets of 500 million dollars or more…institutions of higher education with 
endowments of over 1 billion dollars.” 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UJ4Svb3xul-dhnf_OOQ4KtBFoLxcF2Rg/edit#heading=h.30j0zll
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-launches-title-ix-investigation-saratoga-springs-city-school-district
https://files.constantcontact.com/81b76c35801/ea891124-4480-4159-8b9e-8c2f6631f6d2.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-launches-title-ix-investigation-western-carolina-university
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/ed-hhs-and-gsa-initiate-review-of-anti-semitic-activity-university-of-washington
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/06/us/politics/doe-kills-grant-pbs-childrens-shows.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Hk8.6nYc.sdwIEingl8vm&smid=url-share
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-unsafe-school-choice-option-may-7-2025-109969.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/policies/document/indirect-cost-rate
https://www.acenet.edu/Documents/AAU-ACE-APLU-Complaint-NSF-Funding-Cuts.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1k2n6SuEeiHUMS0SpTl6Hse2lFoowIiJowcHL9_ZNFoU/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UJ4Svb3xul-dhnf_OOQ4KtBFoLxcF2Rg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107784664421491977259&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-illegal-discrimination-and-restoring-merit-based-opportunity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-illegal-discrimination-and-restoring-merit-based-opportunity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-illegal-discrimination-and-restoring-merit-based-opportunity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-illegal-discrimination-and-restoring-merit-based-opportunity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-illegal-discrimination-and-restoring-merit-based-opportunity/
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5/23 “Restoring 
Equality of 
Opportunity and 
Meritocracy” 

Requires DOJ to “initiate appropriate action” to repeal or amend the implementing 
regulations for Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 for all agencies to the extent they 
contemplate disparate-impact liability.  

Requires DOJ to issue a report on: 
“(i) all existing regulations, guidance, rules, or orders that impose disparate-impact liability 
or similar requirements, and detail agency steps for their amendment or repeal, as 
appropriate under applicable law; and 
(ii) other laws or decisions, including at the State level, that impose disparate-impact liability 
and any appropriate measures to address any constitutional or other legal infirmities.” 

5/23 “Reinstating 
Common Sense 
School 
Discipline 
Policies”  

Directs USED and DOJ to issue new guidance to local educational agencies (LEAs) and State 
educational agencies (SEAs) regarding school discipline and their obligations not to engage in 
racial discrimination under Title VI in all contexts, including school discipline. 

5/28 “Protecting 
American 
Communities 
From Criminal 
Aliens” 

Requires DOJ and DHS to publish a list of states and local jurisdictions that obstruct the 
enforcement of federal immigration laws (sometimes referred to as “sanctuary jurisdictions”). 

 

 

 

 
 

DISCLAIMER: Consistent with our mission, EducationCounsel is working to update and support the field as 
federal actions consequential to education are unfolding. The information provided above does not serve as 
legal counsel and, given the pace of action, could be outdated quickly. Nonetheless we hope this information is 
helpful. If you have any suggestions or feedback please send it to info@educationcounsel.com. Updates in this 
Alert are current as of May 19, 2025 at 5:00 pm EST. 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/restoring-equality-of-opportunity-and-meritocracy/
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/reinstating-common-sense-school-discipline-policies/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/protecting-american-communities-from-criminal-aliens/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/protecting-american-communities-from-criminal-aliens/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/protecting-american-communities-from-criminal-aliens/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/protecting-american-communities-from-criminal-aliens/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/protecting-american-communities-from-criminal-aliens/
mailto:info@educationcounsel.com

	1. Committee Reconciliation Bills Advances in the House of Representatives  
	2. Mixed Court Ruling in ESSER Late Liquidation Case 
	3. Additional $60 Million for Charter School Program  
	4. Cancellation of Digital Equity Act Grants 
	5. Other Updates 
	6. What’s Coming Next? 
	 

