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Nelson Mullins Bulks Up E-Discovery Arm With Redgrave Deal 

By Justin Wise 

Law360 (November 17, 2020, 5:58 PM EST) -- In a move meant to bolster its electronic discovery and 
information governance practice, BigLaw firm Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP will combine with 
tech-focused Redgrave LLP, the firms announced Tuesday. 
 
Nelson Mullins partner John Martin told Law360 the merger will bring 45 attorneys and specialists from 
Redgrave. The group will join Nelson's Encompass practice, which Martin has headed for more than a 
decade and focuses primarily on the e-discovery process in litigation. 
 
"The addition of the Redgrave team really takes our combined practice to a unique level, enabling us to 
address virtually any type of discovery need in mass tort cases or large investigations, [in addition to] 
privacy issues of all sorts," Martin said. 
 
The newly established Encompass Redgrave will be effective Dec. 1, Nelson Mullins said in a news 
release, touting it as the "nation's largest and most comprehensive information and discovery law 
practice." 
 
Nelson Mullins, which made roughly $558 million in revenue in 2019, had more than 800 attorneys 
across the nation ahead of the merger with Redgrave. Martin added that Encompass has been one of 
the firm's largest practices by head count and revenue over the years. 
 
With the Encompass Redgrave formation, Nelson Mullins will have about 120 professionals, including 
lawyers and technologists, working on e-discovery and information governance matters, Martin said. 
 
"We are thrilled to join forces with Nelson Mullins and to firmly establish Encompass Redgrave at the 
intersection of law and technology," Jonathan Redgrave, co-founder and managing partner of Redgrave 
LLP, said in a statement. Jonathan Redgrave, who joins as partner, will co-head the new formation along 
with Martin. 
 
Redgrave LLP, according to its website, is one of the largest firms focused exclusively on matters such as 
e-discovery, information governance and data privacy. As part of this work, the firm said it has assisted 
Fortune 500 companies and major U.S. law firms. 
 
In recent years, client demand for counsel in this space "continued to increase by volume and in  



 

 

sophistication," Martin said. He cited the increasing amounts of electronic data that large companies are 
handling every year. 
 
"With that comes significant legal needs," he said. "We saw the Redgrave team as really the only other 
team in the market that would significantly bolster our depth and position us to address those 
challenges." 
 
The core function of Encompass' work has been engaging directly with clients in the e-discovery process. 
Martin said at least 85% of the practice's revenue comes from cases where the firm isn't directly 
involved in litigation but is partnering with clients and firms in e-discovery. Attorneys are collecting data 
and making decisions about how to proceed with it, he added, noting it leads to collaborations with "lots 
of different" firms. 
 
In addition to e-discovery and information governance, Martin sees privacy and cybersecurity law as 
areas with room for growth. He said the newly established practice plans to invest in those areas in the 
future. 
 
In addition to Jonathan Redgrave, the partners joining Nelson Mullins are Christine Payne, Christopher 
King, Vanessa Barsanti, Mathea Bulander, Lisa Lukaszewski, Monica McCarroll, Dan Nichols and Adam 
Nodzenski. Joining Encompass Redgrave as managing directors are Diana Fasching, Staci Kaliner and 
Sarah Mahoney. 
 
The combination is also set to include offices in Austin, Texas; Chicago; Cleveland; Minneapolis; northern 
Virginia; and San Francisco. 
 
--Editing by Orlando Lorenzo. 
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