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World Trade Center Honors William Poole with Global Leadership Award 
Long-Time Member Selected to Receive First-Ever WTC Atlanta Award 

 
ATLANTA, GA. (May 2017) – Leaders of the World Trade Center Atlanta recently honored 
William Poole, of counsel to Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP, and presented him with 
the organization’s first-ever Global Leadership Award. Poole, a long-time member of the 
organization, was honored at the group’s first annual World Trade Day conference.  
 
Poole has practiced law in Atlanta, Georgia since 1973 as an international corporate and tax 
lawyer representing U.S. companies investing and transacting business internationally and 
foreign entities investing and acquiring businesses in the United States. 
 
In 1981, he was the incorporator, first secretary and a member of the founding board of 
directors of the World Trade Center Atlanta. He has served continuously as an officer and 
director of the organization since its founding. Poole served as president of the organization 
from 2007 to 2011 and currently serves as a member of the board.   
 
“Since 1981, Bill Poole has given generously of his time and talents to help the World Trade 
Center Atlanta grow into one of the premier international organizations in the Southeast,” said 
Dr. Karen Loch, president of the World Trade Center Atlanta and professor in the Institute of 
International Business at the Robinson College of Business.  “We could not think of a more 
fitting honor for Bill than our first-ever Global Leadership Award. He is the living embodiment of 
the words ‘global leadership’ because of his years and because of his unflagging commitment to 
advancing the international interests of Atlanta and Georgia.  He has served many of our 
international organizations and societies, frequently as a founding member and officer, including 
the World Trade Center Atlanta, in a selfless manner.”  
 
In accepting the award, Poole reminded the audience of his belief in the theory that “world 
peace is possible through global trade”.  
 
A native of Cheyenne, Wyoming, Poole was a member of the first four-year graduating class of 
Atlanta’s St. Pius X High School. He graduated from the United States Military Academy at 
West Point with a bachelor of science degree in general engineering and then served in the 
United States Army Infantry as an airborne ranger, infantry platoon leader and company 
commander in Berlin, Germany and as aide de campe to the commanding general of Berlin.  
Following his tour in Berlin, he attended the U.S. Army Special Warfare School and the 
Vietnamese Language School and served in Vietnam as a district advisor in the Mekong Delta.  
For his service, he was awarded the Bronze Star, the Air Medal and the Vietnamese Cross of 
Gallantry.  Upon his return to the United States he served as a U.S. Army ROTC Instructor at 
Georgia Military College in Milledgeville, Georgia. 
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Upon leaving the service, Poole attended the University of Georgia School of Law where he had 
the privilege of being mentored by Professor Dean Rusk and Professor Gabriel Wilner in 
international legal studies.  While practicing law he participated in the executive MBA program 
at Georgia State University from which he graduated in 1988. 
 
Poole was appointed by Secretary of Commerce Malcolm Baldridge, to be a member of the 
Atlanta District Export Council where he very actively promoted opportunities for Georgia 
businesses to be involved in export trade for many years.  He was chairman of the Atlanta 
District Export Council for 13 years.  Poole was a founding member of the board of directors of 
the international transaction sections of the Atlanta and State of Georgia bar associations.   
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About the World Trade Center Atlanta  
World Trade Center Atlanta is a leader in international relations, trade and investment that 
facilitates the development of strategic alliances and the promotion of economic growth for 
companies both foreign and domestic. The WTC Atlanta connects members with trade 
information, education, mission and exhibition services and provides easy access to the many 
business and government organizations involved in trade. Affiliated with the World Trade Center 
Association, Atlanta members have access to the 320 locations of the international organization. 
WTC Atlanta is co-located at the City Club of Buckhead.  
 
 


