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The legal profession has traditionally recognized that 
members of the bar have an ethical responsibility to 
give back to our communities through pro bono work. 
However, at Nelson Mullins, we consider our pro bono 
contributions a privilege as a result of the opportunities 
we have been given, rather than a duty imposed by the 
profession.

Over the past three years, Nelson Mullins professionals 
have donated approximately 86,000 hours of pro bono 
service to a diverse group of people, such as children, 
the elderly, the poor, the victimized, and the incarcerated.  
We have also helped those who have unselfishly and 
heroically served our communities, such as our first 
responders and veterans. I am grateful and gratified for 
the commitment of our professionals to serve others. 

Our partner William Hubbard, the recent President of 
the American Bar Association, has stated, “Lack of access 
to justice is a flaw in our nation’s fabric.” We—along with 
our clients and countless others in our profession—are 
all working to repair that fabric to help others receive the 
help and assistance that they need.

We would like to share a few of our stories with you.

James K. Lehman
Managing Partner

NELSON MULLINS
2013-2015
PRO BONO REPORT
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Claude Scarborough (Columbia)
It is because of Claude Scarborough that we are celebrating the anniversary of our 
Pro Bono Program, which has become an integral part of the culture of our Firm.  
Claude was the managing partner of the Firm from 1964 through 1995. He started 
practicing law at the Firm in 1955 after completing service in the U.S. Army as a First 
Lieutenant. When Claude assumed management responsibilities, the law firm consisted 
of 6 attorneys in Columbia, South Carolina. He was a visionary leader, growing the 
Firm across the Eastern United States to 217 lawyers by the time he stepped down as 
managing partner.

Always an active leader in his profession, Claude served as President of the South Carolina Bar and as Chairman 
of the Board of the South Carolina Bar Foundation. He was a lifelong champion of the legal profession: 
instrumental in integrating the S.C. Bar, establishing pro bono service to the poor as a core ethic of the Firm and 
the bar at large, and always striving to improve the administration of justice.

He was awarded the Herbert Harley Award by the American Judicature Society for his service to judicial reform in 
South Carolina, the Order of the Palmetto for his service to the state, and the DuRant Award for distinguished public 
service to the bar and the community. He also received the Compleat Lawyer Award from the University of South 
Carolina School of Law for outstanding civic and professional accomplishments.

A dedicated proponent of bettering his city and state, Claude served as Chairman of the South Carolina Research 
Authority and Chairman of the Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce. He was also a member of several other 
boards, including the boards of the South Carolina Philharmonic, Columbia Museum of Art, the State of South 
Carolina Coordinating Council for Economic Development, the Midlands Board for Economic Development, the 
South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, the Board of Visitors of Columbia College, and the Board of the University of 
South Carolina Educational Foundation. As a lifelong servant of his church, Claude served as President of the Board of 
Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina from 1985 to 1997.

Zeb Alley (Raleigh)
Veterans’ issues were Zeb Alley’s passion. Zeb was the pro bono state legislative liaison 
for the Veterans of Foreign Wars. As Zeb once stated, “I carry the ball for all veterans 
in the General Assembly. I do what I can to keep veterans in the public eye at the State 
Legislature.” A veteran himself, he left college to join the Army in 1948 during peacetime. 
He left service in 1950, but joined the Reserves. When the Korean War broke out, he was 
called back into service. Within two months of his return, Zeb was in his first firefight. For 
his services, he was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

After serving as a forward observer for the 38th Infantry Regiment, he returned home 
with a renewed enthusiasm for college life after receiving injuries from a mortar blast. 

“When I got back, I was a changed person. It helped me grow up,” he said.

To meet veterans’ needs, he obtained appropriations for long-term care facilities for the state. He espoused 
scholarships for the children of deceased soldiers and lobbied for officially observed veterans’ memorial days.

The Raleigh office and the Firm pay tribute to Zeb by creating wills for low-income veterans through the Zeb 
Alley Wills for Veterans Project.

REMEMBERING PAST PRO BONO ADVOCATES
OF THE FIRM
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Steve Morrison (Columbia)
Steve was a tireless advocate for his clients as well as for those 
without access to justice. He held key leadership positions in 
statewide and national legal organizations and in our Firm. His 
dedication to serve the disadvantaged began in his early years, 
and throughout his career, he spent countless hours in the pursuit 
of justice for those with little to no access to justice. 

Steve passionately represented the youth of our state in Abbeville 
County School District v. State of South Carolina, in which he 
generously invested his time to represent the poorest and most 
isolated children in South Carolina. In addition, he helped provide 

equal justice and improved educational benefits in our community through his work with the 
Richland County (S.C.) Public Defender Corporation and his service as a former chairman. He 
served as chairman of the board of the Columbia Urban League and served on the boards of 
Benedict College and Allen University.
 
Steve never hesitated to stand up to address glaring inequalities in our society. For his 
dedication, the Columbia Urban League honored Steve and the Firm with the Virgil S. Sumner 
Corporate Responsibility Award.

He believed that to advocate for those in need is a privilege and that the pro bono work done 
by him and the Firm humanizes and sensitizes what all too often is forgotten or neglected in 
the law. According to Steve, pro bono work helps all of us to remember the reason we have 
laws—to protect, to help, to guide, and to seek justice. He lived according to his credo: “Those 
who serve the law must also serve the poor.” His energy and drive, coupled with a driving 
commitment to helping others, made a difference in the lives of those most in need.

Sara S. Turnipseed (Atlanta)
Sara Turnipseed’s legacy is as a role model for other aspiring 
women lawyers. Sara was a partner at the Firm in Atlanta where 
she practiced in complex, multi-state product liability, commercial, 
environmental, and toxic tort litigation. She served on the Firm’s 
Executive Committee, the governing body that oversees the 
business and financial activities of the Firm.

Providing opportunities for women lawyers had been a constant 
theme in Sara’s career both in-house and in private practice. 
At Nelson Mullins, she led a team of lawyers (six of whom were 
women). Ms. Turnipseed consistently worked to ensure that women 

lawyers were hired, promoted, and tasked appropriately.  Rather than feeling threatened by the 
competition, Sara was the first to bring other women lawyers into the spotlight and “let them 
shine.”

Sara’s accomplishments extended beyond law. Her community involvement included having 
served on boards of the Atlanta Women’s Foundation, Atlanta Urban League, the Georgia 
Academy of Children and Youth Professionals, the Spina Bifida Association of Atlanta, and the 
Decatur Education Foundation. She was elected and served as a board member (including 
service as chairman) of the City of Decatur School District in Georgia. She also was a founding 
member of the Atlanta chapter of the ABA Rainmakers group.  In these arenas, she continued to 
be a voice for the advancement of women. Sara shall be remembered for her family, community 
service, and true devotion to providing a bridge for many young women to the law practice. IN

 M
EM

O
R

IA
M
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In Abbeville County School District v. State of South Carolina, Nelson Mullins represents a group of rural school 
districts, students, and taxpayers in a groundbreaking lawsuit challenging the funding of public schools and the 
adequacy of the education system overall. Students in the plaintiff school districts are predominantly living in 
poverty in the state’s poorest and most isolated areas. 

This case has been litigated under the leadership of Carl Epps and deceased partner Steve Morrison and with 
the support of many other attorneys, paralegals, and legal professionals in the Firm over many years. A non-jury 
trial lasted 102 days in 2003-2004, with the parties calling more than 70 witnesses. In December 2005, the trial 
court ruled that students in these school districts were not receiving the constitutionally required educational 
opportunity to receive a “minimally adequate education” (the constitutional standard in the state), but only 
because of “the lack of effective and adequately funded early childhood intervention programs designed to 
address the impact of poverty on their educational abilities and achievements.” The court found that other 
aspects of the public school system, including teacher quality and facilities, were “minimally adequate.”

Both sides appealed the trial court’s decision. The appeal addressed issues of separation of powers, 
constitutional interpretation, the impact of poverty on a child’s educational needs, and the importance of 
educational opportunity. The South Carolina Supreme Court heard oral arguments and later requested re-
arguments on one issue: whether the parties’ arguments had been impacted by changes in school finance 
legislation since the trial had concluded. 

Following the oral re-arguments, the Supreme 
Court found the entire public education system to 
be constitutionally lacking and instructed the parties 
to work together to create and “present a plan to 
address the constitutional violation announced 
today.” The court encouraged the parties to consider 
remedies fashioned by other states’ courts, in 
which the legislatures were directed to undertake 
comprehensive efforts to assess the students’ needs 
and to determine the cost and programs required to 
meet those needs.

Since the decision was rendered in November 2014, 
the South Carolina legislature has been examining 
the educational shortcomings identified in the court’s 
opinion in anticipation of passing remedial legislation 
during the 2016 legislative session. Additionally, 

Governor Nikki Haley has commenced an independent examination of educational failures. Following the 2016 
legislative session, the State will report its findings to the Supreme Court with remedial proposals and proposed 
legislation.

PROTECTING THE RIGHTS
OF SCHOOL CHILDREN

“

“Our state has given children in the most 
impoverished and rural portions of our 

state a chance at life. Our clients, our law 
firm, and I have sought the relief granted 

today for many years.  It’s been a long, 
but always rewarding, struggle. We 

could not be more pleased for our clients, 
particularly the children we have had the 

privilege of representing and the dedicated 
superintendents, principals, and teachers 

who have devoted much of their lives 
fighting for these children. 

-Carl Epps, Columbia partner
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PROTECTING 
THE RIGHTS
OF THE 
INCARCERATED

Nelson Mullins attorneys protect the rights of the incarcerated 
in a wide variety of issues, at all trial levels, ranging from parole 
hearings to addressing state corrections systems for improved 
conditions for prisoners with severe mental illnesses. 

Historic Lawsuit to Improve the Conditions and 
Treatment of Prisoners With Mental Illness 
The treatment of South Carolina prison inmates with severe 
mental illnesses came to Nelson Mullins’ attention through the 
nonprofit Protection and Advocacy for People with Disabilities 
(“P&A”). In 2005 the Firm filed T.R., P.R., and K.W., on behalf of 
themselves and others similarly situated v. S.C. Department 
of Corrections and represented P&A and some 3,000 
South Carolina inmates seeking a court order requiring the 
Department to design and maintain a program that provides 
adequate treatment of inmates with mental illness. 

In 2012, after nine years of preparation, our attorneys waged a 
six-week trial, during which national experts and more than ten 
inmates testified as to the conditions. In 2014, the trial judge 
ruled that the S.C. Department of Correction’s mental health 
program was “inherently flawed and systemically deficient in 
all major areas” and that prison officials should address the 
constitutional deficiencies and provide more humane treatment 
of prison inmates with serious mental health illnesses.    

Although the Department appealed the court’s order, the appeal 
was placed on hold while the parties mediated remedies. The 
parties are hopeful the mediation will produce a settlement 
agreement in the near future. 

In a similar lawsuit in Massachusetts, Disability Law Center, Inc. v. 
Massachusetts Department of Corrections, the Firm represented 
the plaintiff in a lawsuit that resulted in a 2012 landmark 
settlement reached requiring systematic reforms to the mental 

“

“This litigation does not occur in a vacuum.  What 
happens at the Department of Corrections impacts 
all of us, whether it is from discharge of untreated 
seriously mentally ill individuals from prison into 

the general population, or tremendously increased 
costs for treatment and care that might have been 

prevented, or the needless increase in human 
suffering when use of force replaces medical care.  

The decisions of our Courts reflect the values of 
our society.  To that end, our state can no longer 

tolerate a mental health system at the South 
Carolina Department of Corrections that has broken 

down due to lack of finances and focus.

- J. Michael Baxley, Presiding Judge
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health classification system. The settlement included developing a mental health classification system and two 
maximum security mental health treatment units as alternatives to segregation.

Changing the Parole System in South Carolina
In Barton v. South Carolina Department of Probation & 
Parole Services Nelson Mullins attorneys, who represented 
an inmate in parole proceedings, obtained a South Carolina 
Supreme Court ruling that fundamentally changes the way 
the state Parole Board determines parole questions for other 
parole-eligible inmates. Lawyers in the Columbia office 
represented the incarcerated inmate who pleaded guilty 
to murder in 1982 at 19 years old. Since becoming parole-
eligible in 1997, the inmate appeared before the Board 15 
times. In January 2012, our lawyers represented the inmate 
at her parole hearing, where only six of the seven board 
members were present. Four members voted for parole, two against. The Board maintained that she needed 
five votes. Nelson Mullins attorneys argued to the Supreme Court that applying the current parole statute 
creates an ex post facto violation and that interpreting the parole statute to require five votes to obtain parole, 
regardless of how many members are present at the hearing, is erroneous. The court agreed.

Nelson Mullins has represented inmates in parole proceedings with successful results for eight clients 
since 2003 through our pro bono programs. 

Appellate Project
In 2012, the South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense 
and Nelson Mullins created the Appellate Project. The project 
is handled under the supervision of Chief Appellate Defender 
Robert M. Dudek, and our volunteer attorneys have helped 
the appellate division handle an increasingly heavy hearing 
caseload. Since inception, attorneys have handled 27 appeals 
and donated 2,336 hours involving issues of importance to 
the entire criminal defense community, including successfully 
reversing a conviction for conspiracy to traffic drugs and 
winning a unanimous reversal of a murder conviction.

Protecting the Rights of the Incarcerated CONT.

The Firm accepts the 2013 Beacon of Justice Award from
the National Legal Aid and Defenders Association
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District Court Pro Bono Project
Each year, the federal district court of South Carolina receives filings from pro se litigants, including a large 
number filed by prison inmates. Statistically, many of these cases are dismissed, but occasionally some survive 
summary judgment and are tried by jury. Through the District Court Pro Bono Project, the Firm provides 
attorneys with staff volunteer support to conduct discovery, mediation, or participate in these civil rights trials. 
Since 2013, numerous attorneys have served as court-appointed counsel on behalf of prisoners and donated 
1,445 hours.

Some examples of these cases are as follows: 

• Representing a prisoner who alleged that the detention center forced him to work against his will for 106 
days while he was a pre-trial detainee. Our attorneys obtained a substantial settlement for violating his 
constitutional rights to be free from involuntary servitude.

• Successfully representing an inmate in a case involving claims under the Eighth Amendment for excessive 
use of force and deliberate indifference regarding improper confinement.

• Representing an inmate who alleged that prison guards committed assault and battery and failed to 
protect him. Our lawyers conducted formal discovery and negotiated a settlement for our client. 

• Representing an inmate who alleged issues of excessive force and use of a restraint chair. After discovery, 
locating key witnesses, and a video, our lawyers achieved a settlement for the client.   

PAIR Project
In 2014, a team of 15 lawyers in our Boston office began counseling detainee immigrants and asylum seekers 
through the Political Asylum/Immigration Representation Project (PAIR)’s Know Your Rights Project. PAIR provides 
pro bono immigration legal services to asylum-seekers and immigrants unjustly detained in Massachusetts. 
Nelson Mullins’ attorneys have been visiting the Suffolk County House of Corrections to interview incarcerated 
individuals and inform the detainees with alleged immigration violations of their due process rights.

Clemency Project 2014
Twenty-three Nelson Mullins attorneys are working to seek relief, under President Barack Obama’s Clemency 
power, for prisoners facing long sentences for non-violent drug crimes. Prisoners must meet the non-violent, 
low-level offender criteria created by the Department of Justice. Many prisoners with non-violent offenses are 
serving draconian sentences that would be substantially shorter if imposed today given changes in policy and 
law. Clemency Project 2014, an unprecedented effort led by five groups of criminal justice stakeholders, has 
over 1,500 volunteer lawyers nationwide trained to review records to identify eligible prisoners and prepare 
clemency petitions. Nelson Mullins has numerous cases in various stages of review and to date has submitted 
four clemency petitions for clients. 
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South Carolina Attorney General’s Criminal Domestic 
Violence Project
In 2004, South Carolina led the nation in the number of women 
killed by men and was third in overall domestic violence. Then-
South Carolina Attorney General Henry McMaster, needing more 
prosecutors, approached Nelson Mullins and other law firms 
with a pilot program to train private attorneys to become special 
prosecutors. The Firm then took on the program as a pro bono 
project, and the Attorney General’s Office implemented the effective 
Criminal Domestic Violence Pro Bono Program, in which cases are 
heard in the municipal and magistrate courts.

Today, 27 Nelson Mullins attorneys are formally trained to serve as 
special prosecutors throughout South Carolina. Since 2013, attorneys 
have handled 31 cases.

Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Domestic Violence Project 
In Atlanta, the Firm hosted, and numerous attorneys attended, a 
four-hour training session on the dynamics of domestic violence, the 
statutes governing protective orders, and the mechanics of taking 
a case. Attorneys assist victims of domestic violence with obtaining 
temporary restraining orders through participation in the Atlanta 
Volunteer Lawyers Foundation Domestic Violence Project. Under this program, our lawyers have successfully 
represented their clients in court to ensure their safety and to help reclaim their lives after enduring abusive 
situations.

Safe Alliance
Over the past two years, numerous Charlotte attorneys have been trained to represent 
domestic violence victims who cannot afford representation. Through Safe Alliance—a 
United Way of the Central Carolinas member agency and a member of the Alliance for 
Children and Families—our attorneys represent the victims and successfully negotiate 
consent orders and protective orders to save lives and reduce fear.

Amicus Brief
In a Georgia pro bono case that might lead to more permanent protective orders against abusers, Nelson Mullins 
attorneys filed an amicus brief on behalf of the Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence in a case involving 
a woman who received a permanent protective order against her abusive ex-boyfriend. Two years later, the 
boyfriend filed a motion to terminate the order based on a change in his circumstances. The resulting order sets 
out some circumstances that judges should take into account before modifying permanent orders in domestic 
violence cases. Consequently, judges may now be more encouraged to grant the orders because they know that 
the orders can be modified.

“

““Despite herculean efforts 
to eliminate the scourge of 

domestic violence, annually 
there are 12 million victims 
of domestic violence in the 
U.S., and these incidents of 
violence are witnessed by 

15.5 million children.  Skilled 
legal assistance for victims is 

essential, but two-thirds of 
women who need assistance do 
not get it.  That’s why the work 

of Nelson Mullins attorneys and 
others is so critical.”   

-William Hubbard, Immediate Past 
President of the American Bar 

Association

REPRESENTING VICTIMS
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The Firm receives the Commitment to 
Justice Award from Safe Alliance
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Although providing legal assistance to individuals and 
service organizations in the communities where we live 
and work is undeniably important to us, Nelson Mullins 
also recognizes global needs and responds by providing 
pro bono legal services that allow organizations to use 
their funds for direct services. From providing soap to 
countries needing improved hygiene to helping launch 
an organization that builds healthcare workforces in 
impoverished nations, Nelson Mullins attorneys identify 
and assist with projects to improve the quality of life in 
communities worldwide.

Global Soap Project
The leading causes of death for children in developing 
countries are hygiene-related illnesses, which claim more 
than 1.7 million lives each year. Hand-washing with soap 
is the single most effective way to prevent those deaths. 
Global Soap is making a difference in hygiene-related 
health around the world. Nelson Mullins attorneys provided 
legal services for the organization, which recycles used soap 
from hotels into new bars that are delivered to communities 
without soap on five continents around the world. 

Sport Changes Life Foundation
Disengaged and disadvantaged youth in Ireland are 
gaining self-confidence through a sports exchange 
program supported by Nelson Mullins through legal and 
Board service for the Sport Changes Life Foundation. The 
program provides scholarships for American graduates 
to pursue master’s degrees in return for volunteer work 
coaching, training, and mentoring the Irish children.

Champions United FC, Inc.
U.S. volunteers are helping build the next generation of 
Ugandan youth, and an Atlanta partner helps them get 
there. Working through the Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta, 
the attorney has assisted on a variety of legal matters for 
Champions United FC, Inc. Through the sport of soccer, the 
nonprofit runs a mentorship program in Uganda by training 
volunteers as soccer “coaches.” The coaches then, in turn, 
teach discipline, teamwork, perseverance, and leadership 
skills as well as provide mentorship to local youth to help 
the young boys grow up to be stable and successful adults.

The African SOUP
The African SOUP is an educational nonprofit organization 
committed to advancing active learning in Uganda. The 
SOUP’s rural community development programs work in 
tandem with its national Active Learning Project to deliver 
a model of education designed to engage learners, 
develop communities, and inspire leaders across Uganda.  
In addition to educational initiatives, the SOUP also 

ASSISTING WITH
GLOBAL
INITIATIVES

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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The majority of those who serve our country return home healthy and with bright 
employment outlooks, but many don’t.

Tens of thousands of veterans live below the poverty line. The homeless rate 
among veterans is stark: the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs estimates that 
131,000 veterans are homeless on any given night. Approximately twice that 
many experience homelessness over the course of a year.  Conservatively, one 
out of every three homeless men sleeping in a doorway, alley, or box has served 
this country. It is for those who have served and are in need that many Nelson 
Mullins pro bono projects have been launched.

Lawyers 4 Vets
South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center, in partnership with William Jennings Dorn 
VA Medical Center and in coordination with and support from Nelson Mullins, launched 
the Lawyers 4 Vets pro bono legal clinic for lower-income veterans in South Carolina in May 
2014. As of November 2015, the toll-free appointment line has received and returned more 
than 1,500 calls from veterans seeking legal help.  

As a pro bono legal clinic, Lawyers 4 Vets sets appointments for these 
veterans seeking legal guidance or representation from volunteer 
South Carolina Bar attorneys for child support modifications, 
expungements or pardons, simple wills, identification, and consumer 
protection matters. The clinic takes place every third Thursday at the 
VA Medical Center. Numerous law firms have adopted the monthly 
clinic to advise the veterans. Nelson Mullins dedicated approximately 
1,200 hours since 2014 to support the clinic.
 
Home Base
A public strategist in the Firm’s Boston office has been involved for two years with Home Base, an organization 
that provides clinical care and support services to Iraq and Afghanistan veterans affected by combat-related 
post traumatic stress disorder or traumatic brain injury. Home Base is a collaboration between the Red Sox 
Foundation and Massachusetts General Hospital. The Firm’s strategist connects and engages the organization 
with members of Congress and helps introduce them to members of the defense industry. Home Base offers 
counseling and clinical support to these injured veterans at no cost. 

““The Lawyers  4 Vets clinic 
eliminates one more barrier 
keeping Veterans from the 
productive civilian life they 

deserve.
   

-Sue Berkowitz, Executive Director, S.C. 
Appleseed Legal Justice

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVED
OUR COUNTRY AND COMMUNITIES

Assisting a veteran at the 
Lawyers 4 Vets Clinic
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Operation Stand Down
Nashville attorneys participate in Operation Stand Down Tennessee, which 
serves honorably discharged veterans. The Stand Down Clinics assist 
veterans with legal needs, including criminal and civil matters. The Firm 
has hosted an annual legal open house to veterans, and our attorneys also 
serve on the organizational Board. 

Wags for Tags
A team in the Raleigh office has provided legal assistance to this nonprofit organization dedicated to pairing 
veterans suffering from psychological and emotional disabilities with trained dogs rescued from local shelters.

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Assistance
A West Virginia attorney assisted a veteran with PTSD. The veteran’s neighbor had installed invasive lighting that 
disrupted our pro bono client’s ability to relax and meditate in his garden. The issue was resolved out of court, and 
the neighbor promptly removed three nuisance lights and redirected a fourth. Our Firm’s relationship with the VA 
Justice Outreach Coordinator and the veteran’s counselor has resulted in more veteran referrals to our lawyers.
 
Service2School
Service2School is a nonprofit organization that provides free school application counseling to all U.S. military 
service members and veterans returning to civilian life and wanting to pursue an undergraduate or graduate 
degree. This organization helps to indentify colleges, assists with applications and financial questions, and 
connects them with mentors as they transition to college. A partner in the Tallahassee office serves as general 
counsel to this unique organization serving veterans.   

Atlanta Horses for Heroes
An Atlanta partner initiated a relationship with Atlanta Horses for Heroes, an equine-assisted activities program 
designed for wounded warriors and their families to facilitate the healing of combat injuries. To help this 
program, our partner has assisted with various corporate matters for the organization.

Kirk Lucas Veterans Charity
A Charlotte attorney assisted several golfers in establishing an organization that raises funds to purchase 
wheelchairs that allow veterans to enjoy playing golf.

Operation Stand Down TN
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Race, Law Enforcement and The Law Project
As a result of recent national incidents, the Atlanta Bar and Georgia Appleseed have partnered to form the 
Race, Law Enforcement and The Law Project to address significant concerns about the relationship between law 
enforcement agencies and the communities they serve. The project began after the mayor of Columbus, Georgia 
contacted Georgia Appleseed and asked the organization to lead a community engagement process to bring 
together multiple stakeholders for crucial conversations concerning how to improve relationships. Nelson Mullins 
completed detailed legal and factual research identifying key law and policy issues relating to police-community 
relations and the legal process for investigations and charging in such incidents.

Firm volunteers made over 350 calls to statewide community stakeholders such as law enforcement, prosecutors, 
neighborhood associations, faith leaders, political leaders, nonprofits, and others to help assess the nature of the 
police-community relations in Georgia and to seek recommendations for change.

The Firm will conduct a forum of interviewed stakeholders to finalize the results and will create a summary report 
to include potential action steps.

JUSTGeorgia Project:  Building Justice and Safety for Children
For children in Georgia who suffer abuse or deprivation, or who turn to criminal activity, the state’s juvenile 
justice system may afford the best method for intervening and getting these children on track to enjoy happy 
and productive lives. Recognizing that the best juvenile justice system will provide the greatest security and 
opportunity for Georgia’s children, 20 Atlanta attorneys and 20 paralegals addressed the issue through the 
JUSTGeorgia project, a partnership of Georgia Appleseed and two major child advocacy groups. 

ENSURING JUSTICE THROUGH
LEGISLATIVE REFORM

Contacting stakeholders for Georgia Appleseed Race, Law Enforcement and The Law Project
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The goal of JUSTGeorgia, described at the time as the “largest coordinated pro bono project in the state of 
Georgia,” was to build a statewide coalition to implement identified recommendations for change to policies and 
practices within the juvenile justice system and related systems (education, mental, and physical health) and to 
present a proposal for a new Georgia Juvenile Code to the state legislature in 2009. 

Their work with other JUSTGeorgia teams led to the 2013 passage of legislation that substantially revises, 
supersedes, and modernizes provisions relating to juvenile proceedings and enacts comprehensive juvenile 
justice reforms recommended by the Governor’s Special Council on Justice Reform in Georgia.

South Carolina Business Council
The South Carolina Business Council is a bipartisan forum for education 
and dialogue that helps advance the interests of the impoverished in South 
Carolina by forging partnerships that promise to have a lasting impact 
on the state. The Council’s mission is to raise awareness and advance the 
interests of South Carolinians who lack employment and educational 
opportunities. The Council is cultivating strong partnerships among the 
representatives of the state in business, education, civic, and political 
circles to promote systemic change to eradicate poverty. 

A policy advisor in the Washington, DC office has been at the forefront 
on this project. Her pro bono work includes poverty awareness and policy 
measures, research initiatives, coordination of communications that further the collective 
interests, and development of strategies that align the Council’s agenda with current and relevant federal 
legislative and regulatory activities.  

Evaluating Adult Protective Services
AARP of South Carolina approached the Firm to assist with implementing a statewide study of the Adult 
Protective Services Program in South Carolina. AARP, the South Carolina Department of Social Services, and a 
task force of interested nonprofits created a project to determine how improvements can be made to protect, 
develop services, and create funding options for the placement of the increasing vulnerable adult population.

Nelson Mullins is providing the legal research, and a large team of lawyers are interviewing numerous 
stakeholders statewide who are familiar with the issues. The Firm is conducting a focused study to collect 
important data needed to analyze trends and gaps in services related to vulnerable adults. A report of 
recommendations will be created from the study, and the Firm will provide legislative support to assist with 
implementing change.  
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Wills for Heroes
The events of September 11, 2001, serve as a stark reminder of the extraordinary sacrifices made by firefighters, 
police, and emergency medical technicians every day. First response personnel devote their lives to serving their 
communities and are prepared to pay the ultimate price in the line of duty. To show our appreciation for their 
efforts and sacrifices, we offer the Nelson Mullins Wills for Heroes Program. The program offers first response 
personnel and their families free will preparation services. Thousands of wills have been created since the 

program’s inception, and hundreds of wills were prepared for first responders over the past three years in Atlanta 
as well as Columbia, Greenville, Charleston, Camden, and Oconee, South Carolina. The Firm’s West Virginia 
office held its first wills clinic in 2014. Also, corporate counsel and attorneys from other law firms have teamed up 
with the Firm to provide this service. The project became an American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division 
service project and is the model for numerous state bar programs.

Habitat for Humanity Wills Project
Following the lead of the South Carolina Bar Young Lawyers Division, 
the Firm expanded its wills program by providing services to Habitat for 
Humanity homeowners in North Carolina. In early 2014, the Charlotte 
Chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel partnered with Nelson 
Mullins to provide wills to approximately 45 Habitat for Humanity 
homeowners in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. In the fall of 2015, 
attorneys from all North Carolina offices provided 43 wills to homeowners 
at Habitat of Forsyth County in Winston-Salem.

ESTATE PLANNING FOR THOSE
WHO SERVE AND THOSE IN NEED
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Zeb Alley Wills for Veterans Project
Raleigh attorneys have held numerous wills clinics for veterans since June 2014 in 
memory of our late partner, Zeb Alley, who championed veterans’ issues. Local low-
income veterans make appointments to attend the office clinic to receive basic wills 
and healthcare powers of attorney.

Eli Lilly Partnership to Aid 
First Responders
In 2014 and 2015, Atlanta lawyers worked with Eli Lilly and Company 
and the law firm of Faegre Baker Daniels LLP to help create and 
launch Indianapolis’ first Wills for Heroes Program. Nelson Mullins 
consulted with Eli Lilly on designing and executing a Wills for Heroes 
clinic, and Lilly continues to offer its successful clinic as part of its 
Global Day of Caring.

Georgia Appleseed Promised Land Project
Atlanta lawyers provided wills assistance to low-income rural farming families through a pilot project with 
Georgia Appleseed, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and in conjunction with the nonprofit McIntosh County 
Sustainable Environmental and Economic Development (McIntosh SEED). Through this project, numerous wills 
were provided to rural farmers in Ben Hill and McIntosh County, Georgia.

Wills For Veterans (with South Carolina Legal Services)
In celebration of 2015 Veterans Day, the Firm offered basic wills for low-income veterans, in partnership with 
South Carolina Legal Services and the K&L Gates law firm.
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Children have been a focus of the Nelson Mullins 
Pro Bono Program virtually since its inception. 
The Firm created the Children in the Law Project, 
realizing that children with challenges ranging from 
Asperger’s Syndrome to Autism Spectrum Disorder 
face classroom obstacles and often need legal 
intervention. Nelson Mullins attorneys work with the 
families of these children and their school districts 
to ensure their rightful educational needs are being 
met.

Children in the Law
This multistate project enables attorneys to represent 
and advocate for students in a variety of school 
administration proceedings, including special 
education meetings, discipline proceedings, state 
special education complaints, due process hearings 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 
and appeals of administrative proceedings to state 
circuit courts, federal district courts, and courts of 
appeal. 

Guardianship Pro Bono Program
In 2007, the Firm 
developed the 
Guardianship Pro 
Bono Project. South 
Carolina attorneys 
represent parents and 
caregivers in probate 
court to establish legal 
guardianship over their 
special needs young 
adult or incapacitated 
family member. This 
statewide project 

consists of 33 attorneys volunteering from all South 
Carolina offices. Since 2013, the program has 
handled 77 cases for families unable to afford an 
attorney to navigate the guardianship process.

Fellowships Dedicated to Children
As part of our dedication to children, Nelson Mullins 
has awarded fellowship grants to place attorneys at 
South Carolina Legal Services; Legal Aid of North 
Carolina; South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice 
Center; Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Inc.; Massachusetts 
Disability Law Center; and other nonprofits to 
provide advocacy and full legal representation to 
low-income families with children.

MAKING LIFE BETTER
FOR CHILDREN
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Nelson Mullins has been awarding fellowship grants since 1997 through its donor-directed fund maintained by the 
Central Carolina Community Foundation. The Firm also makes annual donations to many legal services corporation 
grantees in states where Nelson Mullins maintains offices.

Three awards were given in 2014 in memory of Atlanta partner Sara Turnipseed, an advocate for spina bifida relief; 
Columbia partner Steve Morrison, who was a leader in the Firm’s pro bono school district case; and Raleigh partner 
Zeb Alley, who was a tireless champion of veterans.

2014 grant recipients
• South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center, in memory of Steve Morrison, to support Appleseed’s 

education advocate. Appleseed is an advocate for low-income South Carolinians and is dedicated 
to effecting systemic change on issues such as housing, education, hunger, public benefits, domestic 
violence, immigration, healthcare, and consumer issues.

• Florida’s Children First, which protects and advances the rights of at-risk children and youth through 
government and private systems improvements.

• Zeb Alley Memorial Scholarship to the Veterans Foundation of North Carolina, which provides aid, 
assistance, relief, and comfort to needy or disabled veterans or members of the Armed Forces, their 
dependents, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.

• “Sara’s Gift” to the Spina Bifida Association of Georgia in memory of Sara Turnipseed. The group promotes 
the achievement of full potential for individuals born with spina bifida while emphasizing its prevention.

• Legal Aid of West Virginia, which provides free advocacy services to West Virginians in terms of civil legal 
problems, long-term care ombudsman assistance, and behavioral health advocacy.

• Disability Law Center, Inc., which provides protection and advocacy for the rights of Massachusetts 
residents with disabilities.

• Generous Associates Campaign, an annual fundraising drive that is run by associates at Washington, 
D.C. law firms to help the  Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia provide free legal services to 
the neediest members of the D.C. community in the areas of domestic violence/family, housing, public 
benefits, and consumer law.

• CASA, Inc., located in Nashville, which provides trained volunteer advocates to speak for abused and 
neglected children caught in the court system and helps them find safe and permanent homes.

2015 grant recipient
• In recognition of 100% pro bono participation in 2014 by all attorneys in our West Virginia office, the 

selected grant recipient for 2015 is Handle With Care West Virginia, Inc.  This nonprofit promotes school-
community partnerships aimed at ensuring that children exposed to trauma in their home, school, or 
community receive appropriate interventions to help them achieve academically at their highest levels.

AWARDING GRANTS
FOR COMMUNITY AID PROGRAMS
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Homelessness is pervasive throughout our country and is a concern of every community. Nelson Mullins attorneys 
believe that we have the obligation to use our legal skills to work for this segment of the population and to 
minimize homelessness.

City of Columbia Homeless Court
Nelson Mullins, in conjunction with dedicated judges, the Richland 
County Solicitor’s Office, the Richland County Public Defender’s 
Office, South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center, South 
Carolina Supreme Court Access to Justice Commission, and several 
nonprofits worked together to create the first homeless court in 
South Carolina. The S.C. Supreme Court approved establishment 
of the court in 2014, and the City of Columbia Homeless Court 
launched its first court session in February 2015. The purpose of 
the court is to encourage participants to receive and complete 
treatment and rehabilitation programs in exchange for the dismissal 
of the fines associated with a criminal offense and, in some cases, 
the dismissal of a charge in Columbia and municipal courts. The 
court hopes to create a model for other courts throughout the state.

Burrito Riders
West Virginia attorneys provide pro bono legal advice to a nonprofit initiative that addresses 
hunger among the homeless. Through a unique program, the homeless in Huntington, West 
Virginia, now receive hot breakfast twice a month through the Burrito Riders, a bicycle-based 
organization that prepares and delivers breakfast burritos. Nelson Mullins supports this group by 

assisting with a variety of corporate legal matters.

The Theatre Lab
Nelson Mullins attorneys in Washington, DC support a novel approach to address the stigma of homelessness with 
support to The Theatre Lab School of the Dramatic Arts, an independent nonprofit school for the dramatic arts.  
Pro bono support on a variety of legal matters includes governance, media, intellectual property, and contract 
related matters. The Firm also supported an original play at the Kennedy Center—performed by a special group 
of Theatre Lab students from a shelter for homeless women—featuring the women’s stories of homelessness and 
addiction, as told by them.
 

One80 Place 
(formerly known as Crisis Ministries)
One80 Place provides food, shelter, and hope to end homelessness and hunger in Charleston 

and Columbia, SC. The organization offers health services, counseling, legal assistance, and job training for the 
homeless, veterans, and families for a successful new start. Attorneys in Columbia, Charlotte, and Charleston 
support this nonprofit by providing various legal services.

PROVIDING HOPE
FOR THE HOMELESS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

Members of the Homeless Court Committee visit 
Birmingham for court research
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In 2014, the Kanawha County Commission in West Virginia retained the Firm to file a petition to remove the 
county prosecuting attorney.  The elected prosecutor was subject to criminal charges for the discipline of his 
young son and violations of a domestic violence order.  Due to these charges, he was prohibited from handling 
domestic violence prosecutions, and the county was forced to pay for private prosecutors. Given the facts, 
attorneys in West Virginia did not hesitate and volunteered to handle the case and filed a petition to remove the 
prosecuting attorney for malfeasance in office.     

This highly contested matter 
involved a great deal of 
investigation, hearings, and 
preparation for a two-day trial 
before a three-judge panel 
appointed by the West Virginia 
Supreme Court of Appeals. In the 
end, the prosecutor was ultimately 
removed from office. 

Providing Recovery for Evicted Tenants
A landlord made a $43,061 mistake in locking out his tenants, turning off the utilities, preventing them from 
collecting their possessions, ransacking the home, and taking a number of those items for himself, according 
to a ruling that a Nelson Mullins partner obtained for a Georgia couple in a case referred through the Atlanta 
Volunteer Lawyers’ Foundation’s Eviction Defense Program.

The judge in the Fulton County Superior Court case agreed that the 
landlord should pay special damages for the items he took from 
the townhouse; general damages for wrongful constructive eviction, 
trespass, conversion, and tortious interference with the property 
and premises; punitive damages for locking the tenants out of the 
premises and preventing access to their personal property; and 
attorneys’ fees and legal expenses.  

The clients received a $28,000 award in Magistrate’s Court on their 
counterclaims in the dispossessory proceeding. When the landlord 
appeared in state court, our clients’ award grew to $43,061.  

PROTECTING JUSTICE
IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM

““
In a statement made by the 

president of the Commission,

We are proud she’s 
representing the people 
of Kanawha County. . . . . 

More than pleased.

““Real people, with real 
problems, in need of real 

remedies and solutions that 
only a lawyer can provide.  This 
is why I do pro bono work, and 
it is the most satisfying work I 

have done as a lawyer. 
   

-Mark VanderBroek, Atlanta partner

A Resolution is bestowed upon Melissa Foster 
Bird by the Kanawha County Commission
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A hallmark of the Pro Bono Program is the creative service provided by the Firm’s corporate attorneys to nonprofit 
organizations. Providing free legal service helps nonprofits maximize their funds and focus on providing services to 
fulfill their mission. The Firm’s pro bono service to eleemosynary corporations has involved 501(c )(3) applications, 
bankruptcy, employment, mergers and acquisitions, easements, contracts, leases, government regulations, intellectual 
property, disputes and negotiations, land purchases, loan closings, immigration, lobbying, tax issues, appeals, 
litigation, and several other issues. Below is a sampling of corporate pro bono efforts:

Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta
The Atlanta office works with Pro Bono 
Partnership of Atlanta. The Partnership 
does a remarkable job providing free legal 
services to community-based nonprofits that 
operate programs benefiting low-income or 
disadvantaged individuals. The Firm provides 
volunteer lawyers to assist the nonprofits with 
a range of legal issues. Thirty-nine attorneys in 
Atlanta have volunteered since 2013 and have 
handled 141 matters and donated 2,537 hours 
to assist local nonprofits.

Habitat for Humanity
Attorneys in South Carolina assist various 
Habitat for Humanity chapters with a variety 
of legal matters such as residential loan 
closings, collection actions, bankruptcy, and 
simple will preparation. Since 2013, the Firm 
has donated 1,978 hours to support Habitat. 
Over the years, Nelson Mullins attorneys have 
also provided their building skills to help build 
numerous Habitat homes in several states.

HELPING
NONPROFITS

PBPA presents the 2013 Law Firm of the 
Year Award, accepted by Brian Galison 

Michelle Johnson recieves the 2013 
Attorney of the Year Award for her 

employment work

ABOVE: George Cauthen is honored for his lifetime commitment to Central SC Habitat for Humanity
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Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section Pro Bono Program
An Atlanta partner’s volunteer participation in representing indigent pro se clients in the Atlanta Bar’s pro 
bono Reaffirmation Clinic led him to help develop the Atlanta Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section Pro Bono 
Program in conjunction with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Georgia. In this program, 
bankruptcy judges of the Northern District identify pro se parties in adversary proceedings who would likely 
benefit from representation. Those parties are referred to Nelson Mullins, which then represents or assigns the 
cases to a volunteer panel of attorneys in Atlanta. Since its inception in spring 2015, twenty cases have been 
assigned, and approximately twenty attorneys currently volunteer.  

Adopt-A-Base Program
Nelson Mullins tax lawyers are among a few firms nationwide participating in the Adopt-A-Base Program. 
In this program, the ABA Tax Section partners with the military and the IRS to help train service members 
to become volunteer tax return preparers through Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA). VITA is used by 
many military installations so that members of the armed forces and their families have access to free tax 
preparation services.  

Firm attorneys in South Carolina and North Carolina serve as VITA instructors to teach service members at 
the following military bases: Fort Bragg, N.C.; Shaw Air Force Base and Fort Jackson, S.C.; Fort Gordon, GA.; 
and Air Force Base and Naval Weapons Station, Charleston, S.C. 

“This is the third year Firm tax lawyers have volunteered to cover the tax law segment of the 
VITA training.  We enjoy sharing our experience and expertise in the classroom.  It is a rewarding 
experience for everyone.” - Wells Hall, Charlotte office partner

Innovative Investment Program
Greenville, South Carolina corporate lawyers provided legal assistance to Homes of Hope, Inc., a Greenville 
nonprofit community development corporation that works to rebuild communities through developing 
energy-efficient affordable housing, in connection with an innovative investment program. Through this 
program, Homes of Hope will be able to better provide needed services in the Greenville community. 
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As a prize to young inventors, Nelson Mullins’ 
intellectual property attorneys seek patents 
for winners of the ePals Corporation and the 
Smithsonian’s Lemelson Center for the Study of 
Invention and Innovation’s Annual Global Invent It 
Challenge f/k/a Spark! Lab Global Kids Invention 
Challenge.

Students are challenged to come up with a solution 
to a problem in their school, to improve on an 
invention being used in their school, or to invent a 
solution for a larger real-world problem that exists 
today.

A sampling of the winners includes:
• A 13-year-old Chapel Hill, NC boy’s 

construction of a portable transport vehicle for 
children and elderly refugees who must flee 
conflict and famine.

• A 9-year-old Mississippi girl’s prototype of a 
purse that has a solar-powered light inside.

• A 15-year-old Newburgh, IN boy’s design for 
a warning device based on sensor technology 
and chemical analysis to detect distracted 
driving inside a vehicle.

• A 16-year-old Indiana girl’s interactive 
homework-help “app” for smartphones and 
handheld devices.

• Two 15- and 16-year-old Raleigh, NC boys’ 
design of Bachi3D that allows disabled persons 
to play Shamisen. The majority of users are the 
elderly, many with severe arthritis. 

• A 13-year-old Newburgh, IN boy’s invention 
that captured renewable energy from dirt and 
stored it in a super-capacitor that is used to 
power light sources.  

HELPING
YOUNG INVENTORS
SEEK PATENTS
“

“We are pleased to participate as a pro 
bono activity of the Firm in events 

that encourage young inventors and 
entrepreneurs.  These young people will 

be treated like our most important clients 
who entrust us to protect their intellectual 

property.  They will interact with our 
patent attorneys and will come away with 
a sense of what it means to be part of our 

great American innovative landscape. 
  

-Richard Riley, Greenville partner and 
former U.S. Secretary of Education
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In 1972, a group of Georgetown University Law Center students developed an 
experimental curriculum to teach District of Columbia high school students about 
law and the legal system. Because of its practical nature, the course was called 
“Street Law.” Over time, the Street Law curriculum evolved from a binder of loose-
leaf lesson plans to a range of programs and publications designed to enhance the 
teaching of practical law, crime prevention, conflict resolution, youth advocacy, and 
the fundamental principles of democracy. By helping to improve the teaching of law 
and understanding of relevant legal principles, Street Law empowers youths and 
adults to use their knowledge to solve problems and better their communities and 
motivates them to become active participants in society.

In the spring of 2012 and 2013, Nelson Mullins worked with corporate counsel to 
bring Street Law to local South Carolina high school students. Our Firm continued 
Street Law in 2014, with the Association of Corporate Counsel (“ACC”), for an event 
with Encompass E Discovery (a division of Nelson Mullins) and another event with 
Computer Sciences Corporation. Participating ACC members came from Blue 
Cross, Computer Sciences Corporation, First Citizens, Honda, Hubbell Power, Santee 
Cooper, and SCANA. Attorneys created classroom curricula on contracts, sexual 
harassment, and cyberbullying. Following the classroom instruction, an interactive 
career day took place at Nelson Mullins’ Columbia office, completing an influential 
and exciting experience for attorneys and the students.

TEACHING LAW TO
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
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Nelson Mullins lawyers have represented both national and local animal rights organizations in a variety of legal 
settings and legal issues.

Probate 
The Firm represented the South Carolina Humane Society in a will contest. The decedent left the bulk of her 
estate to the Humane Society in her will. Shortly before her death, her son had her sign a deed transferring the 
decedent’s home to the son and a new will leaving the estate to the son. The Probate Court agreed with the 
Humane Society that the deed and the subsequent will were invalid and probated the original will leaving the 
bulk of the estate to the Humane Society. 

Emergency Relief  
Our lawyers obtained a temporary restraining order to prevent the euthanasia of two golden retriever 
mixes after their owner relinquished ownership to a West Virginia county shelter and asked that both dogs 
be euthanized.  Shelter volunteers contacted the Firm when the dogs were scheduled to be euthanized, 
despite being friendly and healthy. After the Firm obtained the restraining order and provided additional legal 
assistance, the dogs were ultimately adopted. 

Zoning Issues
The Firm represented an animal and bird sanctuary and refuge to resolve disputes that arose after a rifle range 
moved into the neighboring property, which had resulted in constant loud noise and danger posed by stray 
bullets and caused serious concern for the wellbeing of the animals at the sanctuary.  

Veterinary Malpractice
Our attorneys assisted an individual in obtaining the review of a veterinarian’s license after the client’s dog died 
while under the veterinarian’s care.  

Cruelty and Neglect   
Nelson Mullins worked to close a shelter that was severely neglecting the animals in its care. 
 
Legislation  
Our lawyers have represented local and national organizations to craft and develop legislation impacting animal 
welfare.   

PROTECTING
ANIMAL RIGHTS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31
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American Bar Association 
Grassroots Advocacy Award 
For his outstanding support of funding 
for the Legal Services Corporation (LSC), 
Columbia partner George Cauthen 
received the American Bar Association 
Grassroots Advocacy Award in 2012. LSC 
is the nation’s single largest provider 
of civil legal aid to citizens who live on 
incomes below or near the poverty 
line. Mr. Cauthen has been a participant in the South Carolina Bar ’s 
presence and communication to elected representatives concerning the 
importance LSC funding.

Atlanta Pro Bono Partnership 
2013 Law Firm/Attorney of the Year
Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta (PBPA) 
named Nelson Mullins the “2013 Law Firm 
of the Year” for its outstanding efforts in 
taking legal matters referred to the Firm by 
the PBPA. The organization also recognized 
Atlanta partner Michelle Johnson as a 
“2013 Attorney of the Year.” Nelson Mullins’ 
attorneys have assisted on more than 70 
PBPA projects, including 30 in 2013 alone.

Pro Bono Law Firm of the Year - 
Charleston
Charleston Pro Bono Legal Services named Nelson Mullins as its Pro 
Bono Law Firm of the Year for service to the community and state in 
2012. The Charleston County Bar organization noted the Firm’s policies of 
support for pro bono activities.
 
S.C. Appleseed Legal Justice Center
Advocates of the Year
South Carolina Appleseed has 
recognized three current or 
former Nelson Mullins attorneys 
for their advocacy: former U.S. 
Secretary of Education Richard 
W. Riley in 2012; former U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commissioner and S.C. Secretary 
of Education Inez Moore 
Tenenbaum in 2013; and George 

PRO BONO AWARDS FOR
NELSON MULLINS AND ITS ATTORNEYS
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Cauthen in 2007 as Advocates of the Year. For the past eight years, the 
awards have served as a way for SC Appleseed to recognize the work of 
true South Carolina advocates for children, families, elderly, working poor, 
and the most vulnerable.
 
The S.C. Education Association 2013 Walker E. Solomon Award
The South Carolina Education Association honored the late Steve Morrison 
with the Walker E. Solomon Award for working for the eradication of 
racial inequities in the education profession, school, and community. Mr. 
Morrison received the award for “his passionate advocacy for human rights 
and his leadership in insisting on equal educational opportunities for every 
child in South Carolina.”

2014 Georgia State University Intellectual Property 
Community Service Award and S. Phillip Heiner Award
Georgia State University College of Law, the State 
Bar of Georgia, and the Atlanta Bar Association 
honored Mark VanderBroek with a 2014 Georgia 
State University Intellectual Property Community 
Service Award. Recipients are selected for their 
longstanding commitment to community service 
benefiting a broad range of people, organizations, 
and interests in the community. Award recipients 
have elevated the intellectual property community 
given the increasingly demanding and challenging 
business environment, according to the 
organization. 

Mr. VanderBroek also received the S. Phillip 
Heiner Award from the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers 
Foundation, presented annually to the person or organization who best 
exemplifies high ideals and selfless dedication in providing legal services to 
indigents.
 
The State Bar of Georgia 2014 H. Sol Clark Award  

The State Bar of Georgia honored Atlanta partner Taylor 
Tapley Daly with the H. Sol Clark Award for her pro bono 
service. Ms. Daly has worked with, and was instrumental 
in, implementing pro bono mediation initiatives for the 
Atlanta Legal Aid Society and for Georgia Legal Services. 
She also has led volunteer initiatives for Georgia 
Appleseed Center for Law & Justice and is involved in 
the Firm’s Wills for Heroes program.

Emory Inspiration Award for Outstanding Leadership in the 
Public Interest

Emory University School of Law honored Atlanta 
partner Stan Jones with the Eighteenth Annual Emory 
Public Interest Committee (EPIC) Inspiration Award for 
Outstanding Leadership in the Public Interest. Mr. Jones 
has been involved in Georgia’s mental health movement 
since working on gubernatorial and presidential 
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commissions for the Jimmy Carter family. He serves on the Georgia Legal 
Services Program Board of Directors and the State of Georgia Behavioral 
Health Coordinating Council.  He is also the founding president of Project 
Interconnections, which, under the leadership of honorary chairperson 
and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter, has built more than 250 housing 
units in Atlanta for homeless persons suffering from mental illness. Mr. 
Jones is former chairman of Visiting Nurse Health Systems and former vice 
president and board member of Mental Health America and Mental Health 
America of Georgia.
 
The Music Row Legal Aid Society Bob Sullivan Service Award
The Music Row Legal Aid Society honored 
Kevin Doherty with the Bob Sullivan Service 
Award in 2013. The award honors those who 
have provided pro bono legal assistance or 
other assistance to Legal Aid Society and the 
Nashville Pro Bono Program. 

University of South Carolina Compleat 
Lawyer Award

The University of South Carolina School 
of Law honored Columbia partner Stuart 
Andrews with a Compleat Lawyer award in 
2015. He received the award in the Platinum 
category for 31 years or more of service to 
the profession and community. Mr. Andrews 
was the designer and first coordinator of 
the Firm’s nationally recognized Pro Bono 
Program. A former executive director of 

the S.C. Legal Services Association, Mr. Andrews also has served as staff 
attorney for Palmetto Legal Services. Additionally, he has served as an 
adjunct professor of health law at the University of South Carolina School of 
Law and as an appointed clinical assistant professor of preventive medicine 
and community health at University of South Carolina School of Medicine.

Midlands Housing Alliance’s Transitions Cathy Novinger Award 
as 2015  Philanthropist and Leader of the Year
Midlands Housing Alliance’s 
Transitions honored Nelson Mullins’ 
Managing Partner Jim Lehman with 
the Cathy Novinger Award as 2015 
Philanthropist and Leader of the Year. 
Individuals selected for this award 
have shown financial support to the 
homeless community, volunteered or 
served in a leadership role involving 
homelessness or direct benefit to it, encouraged philanthropy in others 
to support Transitions and other homeless support endeavors, and are 
philanthropic in the Midlands. Mr. Lehman served as chair of the Midlands 
Housing Alliance and was instrumental in establishing Transitions, a 
downtown Columbia center that provides comprehensive, centralized care 
that moves beyond basic emergency needs into recovery programs that 
focus on transitioning to permanent housing and self-reliance.
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ASSISTING WITH GLOBAL INITIATIVES - 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 
empowers local Ugandan communities by providing access to 
healthcare, clean safe drinking water through solar-powered 
water purification units, secondary school scholarships, and 
malnutrition prevention services. The Firm has provided various 
types of legal assistance to this organization.  

Global Health Service Corps
In 2012, Nelson Mullins assisted Global Health Service Corps in 
launching an initiative to provide education and training to build 
healthcare workforces in impoverished nations. 

DMM Global Foundation
DMM Global’s mission is to advance global knowledge 
and dialogue in the field of molecular medicine and particularly 
as it intersects with issues of global health. It also provides 
networking opportunities and supports conferences for 
educational forums. The Firm’s Boston office provides corporate 
legal assistance to this nonprofit.   

CONTINUED
FROM

PROVIDING HOPE FOR THE HOMELESS -  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Project H.E.L.P.
Expansion of Nelson Mullins’ mission on behalf of the homeless led 
to funding and participation in Project Homeless Experience Legal 
Protection, also known as Project H.E.L.P., which provides free legal 
consultations to homeless individuals at twice-monthly clinics. The 
initiative began in 2004 in New Orleans. The Firm was instrumental 
in the development of this project in Columbia, SC., with the 
assistance of South Carolina Legal Services, Richland County Bar, 
USC Law School Pro Bono Project, and numerous other nonprofits. 
Nelson Mullins also provided a grant to South Carolina Legal 
Services to establish Project H.E.L.P. in Greenville, S.C. to provide 
legal services to people in homeless shelters.
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PROTECTING ANIMAL RIGHTS  -  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26 

Contract and Related Litigation  
Nelson Mullins represented a nonprofit animal shelter in 
litigation involving the trial adoption of a dog and an ensuing 
dog bite. In addition, our attorneys revised adoption contracts to 
include appropriate waivers and releases of liability.   

Corporate and Tax
Numerous attorneys worked with several animal organizations to 
obtain 501(c)(3), tax-exempt status and to work through corporate 
structuring issues.

Animal League Defense Fund 
The Firm reviews cases from the Animal League Defense Fund 
and is currently working on a Petition for Rulemaking to be 
submitted to the USDA Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service.

Zoo Counsel   
Two partners serve as pro bono counsel for two national zoos in 
South Carolina and Tennessee.

Board Service  
Many attorneys are either current or former members of the board 
of directors for several animal rights organizations.
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ABOUT
THE FIRM

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP provides advice 
and counsel in litigation, corporate, securities, finance, 
banking, mergers and acquisitions, financial services, 
healthcare, technology, intellectual property, labor and 
employment, government relations, regulatory, bankruptcy 
and creditors’ rights, immigration, international law, and 
other needs of clients ranging from private individuals to 
large businesses.

With more than 65 diversified practice areas, Nelson 
Mullins works closely with its clients to find solutions to 
legal and business problems. With more than 500 attorneys 
and government relations professionals practicing from 
offices in Florida, Georgia, Massachusetts, New York, 
Tennessee, West Virginia, the District of Columbia, and 
throughout the Carolinas, Nelson Mullins has strong roots 
in the business community and an appreciation for new 
directions in the business world.

Many Nelson Mullins clients—including growth companies, 
expanding local businesses, and major international 
companies—retain the Firm to provide all of their legal 
services. Other clients are national companies requiring 
assistance with specific regional or local legal matters. The 
Firm also represents international companies interested in 
locating facilities in the United States.

The Firm is large enough to provide the necessary 
resources and experience, yet personal enough to provide 
individual client attention. At heart, Nelson Mullins is an 
entrepreneurial firm dedicated to providing the highest 
quality legal services to our clients.  Nelson Mullins 
encourages its lawyers to approach each client individually, 
working to understand the needs, goals, and long-term 
plans of each client.  By identifying these strategic issues, 
our attorneys can develop an individualized approach 
targeting each facet of the client, creating specific solutions 
to help address each need, to reach each goal, and to 
realize each long-term plan. 





www.nelsonmullins.com
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