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The Act helps patients take more control of their health care decisions by
providing more information to help them make decisions that work for them. And
it strengthens the doctor and patient relationship by providing doctors access to
cutting edge medical research to help them and their patients make the
decisions that work best for them.

It brings greater transparency to nursing homes to help families find the right
place for their loved ones and enhances training for nursing home staff so that
the quality of care continuously improves. The Act promotes nursing home
safety by encouraging self corrections of errors, requiring background checks for
employees who provide direct care and by encouraging innovative programs that
prevent and eliminate elder abuse.

Finally, the Act reins in waste, fraud and abuse by imposing tough new
disclosure requirements to identify high-risk providers who have defrauded the
American taxpayer. It gives states new authority to crack down on providers
who have been penalized in one state from setting up in another. And it gives
states flexibility to propose tort reforms that address several criteria, including
reducing health care errors, enhancing patient safety, encouraging efficient
resolution of disputes, and improving access to liability insurance.
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